Charges of a different kind. Providers say overzealous prosecutors are wrongly trying to transform poor medical judgment into criminal intent.
Patient-safety advocate Charles Denham, left, is among some in the industry alarmed by a trend toward prosecuting providers in criminal courts for bad care rather than deferring to the civil solutions in outlets such as medical boards. Some fear the criminal cloud could lead to fewer people entering or staying in the field. However, if the caregiver is guilty of gross negligence, Denham says: "Hang 'em".